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MESSAGE FROM KEVIN

As | reflect on another extraordinary year, I'm filled with
pride at what we continue to achieve through this little
foundation. Against the backdrop of an increasingly
challenging global economy, where the cost of living
continues to rise and donor fatigue is all too real, our
work not only continues but flourishes. That's no small
feat in the nonprofit world, and it speaks volumes
about the resilience, heart, and shared purpose that
define our foundation.

This year marks a new chapter in our journey, with
Mandy Shrimpton stepping in as our new Foundation
Manager. Mandy brings with her a deep passion for
conservation, strong expertise in corporate
governance, and a fierce dedication to our mission. |
have no doubt that she will help steer the foundation
into its next exciting phase. At the same time, we bid
farewell and extend our heartfelt thanks to Shani van
Straaten, whose years of dedication have left an
indelible mark. We wish her every success in her future
endeavours as she launches her new non-profit
initiative.

As always, our guiding light remains the wild, especially
the wild lions. I've devoted much of my life to
understanding and protecting these magnificent
animals. And now, as the lions in my care begin to
decline due to natural causes and age-related illnesses,
| find myself drawn to the promise of what lies ahead.

With prospects for land acquisition on the horizon, I'm
more hopeful than ever that we're inching closer to a
future where these iconic animals don't just survive,
but truly thrive.

To our loyal supporters, donors, and fellow wildlife
lovers, thank you. Your belief in what we do keeps our
wheels turning and our dreams alive. Your generosity
is the reason our sanctuary has become more than just
a place. It's a growing community, a movement, and a
vision for a better future.

I'll close with the words of Baba Dioum, which have
always resonated deeply with me:

“In the end, we will conserve only what we love;
we will love only what we understand;
and we will understand only what we are taught.”

Here’s to another year of teaching, understanding,
loving and ultimately, conserving.

Warm wishes,
Kevin Richardson



FOUNDATION HIGHLIGHTS

1. Fundraising and Campaigns
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Annual Report

As the winner of our 2024 Good Good Giving competition, Aron Besenyei and his brother Balint began their
unforgettable South African journey with a stay at Amy’s Camp in the heart of the Kevin Richardson Foundation’s
wildlife sanctuary in the Dinokeng Game Reserve. Immersed in the rhythms of nature and conservation, they
experienced firsthand the sanctuary’s mission and daily operations. Their adventure continued with three nights at
the stunning Rhino Post Safari Lodge in Kruger National Park, where they encountered Africa’s iconic wildlife up
close. Wrapping up their trip, the brothers explored the beauty of Cape Town—visiting wine farms, marvelling at
penguins on the coast, and soaking in the splendour of the Cape’s landscapes and culture. Their journey was a
true celebration of wildlife, wilderness, and wonder.

This is what Aron had to say...

“l cannot put into words how grateful | am to the foundation. For many years, it has been my dream to see
Africa, and especially to visit the Sanctuary one day. And we received so much more than that. Meeting
Kevin, Mandy, and some of the team in person, the rhino collaring experience, the magical Kruger Park, and
the breathtaking wonders of Cape Town. It was an unbelievable, truly fairytale-like experience for both of us.
Even now, we often ask each other, was it just a dream, or did it really happen? You have given us a once-in-
a-lifetime experience, and we will always be grateful for it!” - Aron Besenyei
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. Empowers Africa Partnership

I

In 2024, the Kevin Richardson Foundation partnered with Empowers Africa, a U.S.-based 501(c)(3)
non-profit organisation, to serve as our official fiscal sponsor for American donors. This collaboration
not only streamlines tax-deductible giving from the United States but also opens the door for
cryptocurrency donations, making it easier for supporters to contribute through a broader range of
platforms. This partnership enhances our global fundraising capabilities and ensures greater
accessibility for our international donor base.
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3. Wildlife Protection and Anti-Poaching

3.1 Dinokeng Game Reserve

In 2024, the Kevin Richardson Foundation continued to provide critical support to the Dinokeng Game Reserve.
The reserve saw significant progress in anti-poaching efforts, with 551 snares successfully removed and no
confirmed rhino poaching incidents reported during the year.

Drone technology played a central role in increasing the efficiency and safety of wildlife monitoring. Equipped
with thermal detection, the drones allowed rangers to track animals and detect threats across difficult terrain,
often at night or in high-risk areas. These efforts led to two successful arrests and enabled the team to
monitor vulnerable species more effectively. One of the year’s highlights included the protection of White
Rhino from African Parks, who were safely held and monitored in bomas over a critical 72-hour period.

The year also marked an important step in capacity-building within the reserve. Foundation funds supported
the further training of Dinokeng'’s nominated drone pilot, who obtained their Remote Pilot License (RPL) and
the Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) certification, and is now finalising an instructor qualification. Over the
course of the year, the drone unit logged more than 108 flight hours and covered over 2,100 kilometres—an
impressive testament to the growing impact of technology in conservation.

DK APU Team
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3.2 Dinokeng Volunteer Rangers

Between February 2024 and February 2025, the Dinokeng Volunteer Rangers demonstrated an unwavering
commitment to the protection and preservation of the Dinokeng Game Reserve. Over the course of the
year, the team dedicated an impressive 5,676 hours, equivalent to 473 individual patrol days, focused on
safeguarding the reserve’s self-drive route and maintaining a secure, enjoyable experience for visitors and

wildlife alike.

Their conservation impact was significant. Through 10 focused snare removal operations, the team extracted
134 active snares, directly reducing threats to the reserve’s wildlife. Additionally, they took on the
challenge of habitat restoration through invasive species management. More than 4,000 Lantana bushes
were cleared from the riverside ecosystem, helping to protect native trees, insects, and animal species
that rely on this habitat for survival.

Education and community engagement also remained a core priority. The rangers conducted 30 awareness
activities within the reserve, aimed at informing visitors about the ecological importance of Dinokeng,
promoting responsible tourism, and encouraging support for local lodges and bed & breakfasts.

Through their tireless work, the Dinokeng Volunteer Rangers continue to play a vital role in the ongoing
success of conservation efforts in the region—demonstrating how passionate individuals can make a
meaningful difference in protecting South Africa’s natural heritage.




3.3 Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT)

In 2024, the Kevin Richardson Foundation deepened its partnership with the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) to
strengthen conservation efforts in and around the Greater Kruger — a critical buffer zone bordering the Kruger
National Park. This collaboration delivered tangible results in species monitoring, anti-poaching interventions,
and ranger capacity-building.

To bolster the protection and study of apex predators, two spotted hyenas and five lions were fitted with GPS
collars, enhancing tracking and behavioural monitoring.

Snares continue to pose a major threat to wildlife in the region. This past year, 2,019 snares were removed from
Letaba and surrounding areas. Among the affected species were lion, hyena, buffalo, giraffe, elephant, and
zebra. The removal of snares from four hyena was particularly significant, as the loss of individuals from their
complex social structures can have far-reaching impacts. Sadly, despite efforts, two GPS-collared lions were killed by
snares in 2024, underscoring the ongoing threat.

Research by EWT has also highlighted a low density of solitary lions within Letaba Ranch, making every individual
critical to the reserve’s ecological balance. Collar efforts for hyenas have faced challenges; attempts using baited
call-ups were unsuccessful due to the animals’ skittish behaviour.

Encouragingly, the number of recorded wildlife mortalities dropped from 291 to 169 in 2024, a result of
improved ranger response and heightened surveillance. Regular helicopter patrols played a key role in deterring
poaching, while two arrests were made with the support of drone surveillance.

Seven lions were captured in 2024 to expand the collaring project. Of these, four females and one male were
successfully fitted with satellite tracking devices, and a previously collared lioness received a new AWT collar in
December.
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4. Education, Empowerment, and Academic Research @

4.1 Lessons in Conservation

The KRF Lessons in Conservation pilot project successfully engaged ten schools, reaching students from
underprivileged communities and fostering a deeper understanding of biodiversity and conservation. The
program significantly increased learners' conservation knowledge, with accurate definitions rising from 47% to
79%, and more than doubled interest in conservation careers, from 17% to 36%. Interactive activities, including
K9 unit demonstrations, game drives, and wildlife encounters, captivated students and reinforced key
ecological concepts. Positive shifts in attitudes towards wildlife were evident, with 94% of learners opposing
the killing of snakes, demonstrating a growing respect for nature. The project also strengthened valuable
partnerships, ensuring immersive, hands-on experiences that complemented classroom learning.

While the project achieved remarkable outcomes, several challenges emerged during implementation.
Variability in teacher engagement influenced student participation, with less enthusiastic educators impacting
session energy. Logistical hurdles, such as managing resources and coordinating team members across multiple
schools, required ongoing adjustments. Differences in learners' baseline knowledge highlighted the need to
adapt lesson pacing and simplify complex concepts to ensure broad comprehension. Additionally, limited
facilitator capacity stretched the team, emphasising the necessity for additional support in future rollouts.
Cultural perceptions of certain wildlife, particularly snakes and insects, presented initial barriers, requiring

' reshape attitudes and foster greater appreciation for all species.
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4.2 Big 5 School Collective Lessons in Conservation

This year, the Big 5 School Collective program brought age-appropriate conservation education to 400 children
across 20 early childhood development centres. The program was yet again incredibly well received, with
community leaders identifying a strong need to expand our reach beyond the facilities we've partnered with in
previous years.

Our year-end competition was a true highlight, featuring the best performances and most creative costumes
we've seen to date. It was a day filled with smiles, laughter, and an inspiring spirit of unity—one of the most

beautiful moments was watching the children cheer each other on and celebrate one another’s achievements.

Looking ahead, were excited to grow the program and reach 500 children in the coming year, bringing wildlife
awareness and life skills to even more young minds through the Big 5 School Collective.

4.3 University of Pretoria

KRF has been supporting groundbreaking research conducted at the University of Pretoria's
Research, within the Faculty of Veterinary Science. One paper was publish
Veterinary Association and a poster presented at the Wildlife Group's 2024 Eontersnce. i earl'y 2024 full data
was successfully collected from four conflict leopards.
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As we look forward to the year ahead, the Kevin Richardson Foundation remains focused on our mission.

2025 marks a pivotal chapter in our journey. Guided by our four strategic pillars—Acquire, Protect and
Maintain Habitat; Education and Upliftment; Protect and Rehabilitate Wildlife; and Create
Community/Collaborate—we are entering a bold phase of expansion and transformation. Central to this
vision is our commitment to securing additional land within the Dinokeng Game Reserve. This critical
acquisition will extend protected space for wildlife and lay the foundation for the sanctuary’s evolution
into a fully-fledged rehabilitation and rewilding centre.

We will also continue to strengthen our partnerships with conservation organisations, academic
institutions, and local communities. Our support for anti-poaching units, wildlife monitoring technology,
and strategic species protection initiatives will deepen. At the same time, we aim to scale up our
education efforts through the Big 5 Collective and Lessons in Conservation, expanding the reach of our
environmental programmes to schools and young leaders across South Africa.

The coming year will also see a strategic shift in our fundraising model as we work to build long-term,
values-aligned partnerships with corporates, institutions, and philanthropic foundations. By diversifying
our funding base, we aim to ensure the sustainability of our mission and amplify our impact across all
project areas.

We step into 2025 with renewed energy, a clear strategy, and the support of a growing global community.
With continued collaboration, innovation, and commitment, we believe the work ahead will not only
protect wildlife—but restore the wild.

Mandy Shrimpton

Foundation Manager



INCOME & EXPENDITURE

March 2024 - February 2025
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. B Campaigns
u Car.n['aalgns B Projects & Programs
B Individual Donors :
e ’ I Operations
¥ Organisational donations ,
Amy's Camp

Amy’s Camp

Income 2024 Rand Expenses 2024 Rand
Wildlife Sanctuary 512 163.13 Wildlife Sanctuary 381143578
Campaigns 3303 754.46 Campaigns 520 616.07
Individual Donors 3 249 595.66 Projects & Programs 2121455.13
Organisational donations 5023712.74 Operations 3831678.14
Amy's Camp 144 127.81 Amy’s Camp 264 571.53

Total 12 233 353.80 Total 10 549 756.60
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kevinrichardsonfoundation.org info@kevinrichardsonfoundation.org

instagram.com/kevinrichardsonfoundation facebook.com/KevinRichardsonFoundation



